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Loy Kratong Festival
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Loy Krathong is a significant ancient Thai and Southeast Asia tradition
since the ancient time in agriculture society which takes place on the full moon evening
of the 12" lunar month when the rivers reach the highest level. The origin of this tradition
derives from ceremony in connection with “water” which is an essential factor in the life
and culture of local people. Even though the objectives or the beliefs of Loy krathong may
differ but a common meaning of this tradition is the demonstration of “gratitude” to the
benefit of water which reflects another beauty of Thai culture.

At present, Loy Krathong tradition has been modified in some ways from past
practice while the observation of meaning, value, substance and desirable practice has
been reduced.

The Department of Cultural Promotion has therefore published the booklet
on Loy Krathong so as to disseminate the meaning, value, substance, practice and
knowledge on the local Loy Krathong tradition in the four parts of Thailand together with
guidance for the correct and beautiful practice of Loy Krathong tradition. Agencies in the public
and private sectors and the community could make use of this as the correct practice to make
Loy krathong tradition with fun on full moon evening of the 12" lunar month. It is greatly hope
that this booklet will serve as a continued guidance and a creation of correct understanding
of the Loy Krathong tradition
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Department of Cultural Promotion, Ministry of Culture
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Loy Krathong

Loy Krathong Tradition

Objectives

Loy Krathong Tradition : Expression of Gratitude
Values of Loy Krathong Tradition

Activities that should be promoted

Loy Krathong Festival in Four Regions
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Loy Krathong Tradition

Loy Krathong Tradition is a ceremony to honor the Goddess of the
river. In Thailand, it is annually held on full moon day in November. Krathongs
are small vessels or cups often made of cut banana stems, leaf and contain
flowers, candles and joss sticks. They are released in the rivers and left to
float downstream. Upon releasing the Krathongs, people ask for forgiveness
to the Goddess of the river for polluting her. It is one of the religious customs
in Thailand. During this period, at the end of the rain season, most areas
around rivers and canals are flooded. This occurrence sparked an old Thai
saying; in the 11th lunar month there is flooding and in the 12th lunar month
the (stagnant) flood waters are retreating. This period is a time for rejoicing as
the weather is changing for the better. The rain season is more or less over
and the winter or cool season is beginning. The moon is also at its brightest
this time of the year. At present, Loy Krathong Tradition is a major celebration
in Thailand.

Objectives

The objectives are various depending on different customs and beliefs.

1. To pay homage to the Lord Buddha’s descent from the second
heaven (where Indra dwells) after staying in a Buddhist monastery during the
Buddhist lent in order to preach a sermon to his royal mother.

2. To pay homage to the Lord Buddha’s foot print on the bank of the
Nammatha River in India.

3. To pay homage to the heavenly Pagoda containing the Lord
Buddha’s top knot cut off at his self-ordination.

4. To pay tribute to the senior disciple Upakut, who found his recluse
in the ocean (a belief inherited from Myanmar; the priest had supernatural
powers in conquering the God of Evil).

5. To pay homage to Narai Banthom Sin; Hindu God Vishnu, slumbering
in the ocean.

6. To pay homage to God Phaka Prom living in the third heaven.

7. To worship the Goddess Mae Khongkha, the Mother of Water,
asking for forgiveness for polluting her.

8. To float one’s sufferings away, this practice is similar to the Sin Floating
Rite of Brahmin.




9. To ask for blessing.
10. To remind the benevolence of ancestors.

Loy Krathong Tradition: Expression of Gratitude

Thai people express their gratitude to the Goddess of Water for nourishing
their lives by celebrating Loy Krathong. However, depending on beliefs,
Loy Krathong is also celebrated to express gratitude to the Lord Buddha or
paying homage to ancestors. To make a long story shorter it can be said that
Loy Krathong Tradition is about expressing gratitude.

Values of Loy Krathong Tradition

1. Family Value: relationships between family members are tightened
as family members are celebrating together.

2. Community Value: communities are more harmonious by joining in
the Loy Krathong activities.

3. Social Value: raising awareness in water resources conservation.

4. Religious Value: Buddhist practices such as merit making, practicing
dharma and sermons are essential parts of Loy Krathong celebration; therefore,
they contribute to strengthen religious beliefs.

Activities that should be promoted

1. Clean up the rivers, both before and after Loy Krathong celebration.

2. Perform good deeds, listen to sermons, and practice the dharma.

3. Utilize local bio-degradable materials in making Krathongs.

4. Promote the proceedings of Krathong parade.

5. Promote alternative activities such as a Krathong Contest, Hot-air
Balloon Contest and others. Presently, the Noppamas Queen contest (The
daughter of a Brahman priest and a lady at the Court of King Phra Ruang
of Sukhothai, who developed a new style of lotus flower which were to be
floated on the streaming waters at night to please the King) is a new, but
indispensable feature.

6. Release Krathong into the rivers.

7. Release hot-air balloons (mainly practiced in the north).

8. Save use of fireworks in order to avoid hurting people or damaging
properties.

9. Participatory cultural activities in local communities.




Most local festivities include night songs such as Loy Krathong Song
(Lyric: November full moon shine loy kratong loy kratong And the water’s
high in local river and the klong loy loy kratong loy loy kratong loy kratong
is here and everybody’s full of cheers We’re together at the Klong each on
with each krathong as we push away we pray we woul see a better day.)

Loy Krathong Festival in Four Regions

Loy Krathong practice was commonly held by people living near or
around river basins. The origins can be traced back to practices held in India,
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand. The practice and religious background
varies in these countries or even within a country as in Thailand.

In the Northern Region, the celebration is known as “Loi Khamod”
or “Loi Fai” The Krathongs are made in the shape of a house or a junk and
offerings are put in leaves inside the Krathong. The Krathongs are floated
down stream in remembrance of ancestors.

In Northern Thailand, Loy Krathong festivals are held in the following
provinces.

1. Chiangmai

Yee Peng (The festival of lights) is an old festival tradition of Lanna.
Houses and temples are decorated with lanterns. People do a lot of activities
such as floating krathongs, Long Sapao (Barque Float). They also launch sky
or smoke lanterns to worship Lord Buddha Phra Chula Manee, who stays in
the heaven, and watch performances and entertainments.

2. Tak

Loy Krathong Sai (Chains of Krathongs) is an old tradition of this
province. Hundreds of krathongs, made of coconut shells, are lit, chained and
floated, flickering magnificently along the Ping River. The chains of krathongs
are led by a raft of water. Inside the raft are consists of betel nuts, betel
leaves, cigarettes, fruits and coins, which will be later collected by lucky poor
people.

The traditions of lantern processions and barge rowing are unique
to the people at Ban Tak District, focusing on its originality and uniqueness.
During the daytime, there will be a barge rowing competition, whose winners
will be awarded HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s cups. Thirty rowers
are needed for each barge. At night, there will be a lantern contest, which is
different from the Loy Krathong festivals elsewhere. Since the lantern tradition
originated at Ban Tak District, the festival is extremely interesting. Moreover,
there will be a beauty contest, a lantern contest, a child contest, musical




shows, a singing contest, a trade fair held by Ban Tak District Red Cross and
many other entertainments.

3. Sukhothai

Loy Krathong Festival was first held in Sukhothai in 1977 as a tourist
promotion activity. Nowadays, this festival becomes very popular among tourists.
The activities at the festival include ceremonies to worship Phra Mae Ya and
pay homage to King Ramkhamhaeng the Great, art & cultural shows, traditional
Thai music, lantern contests, krathong contests, fireworks displays, Rice
Celebration and light & sound shows.

In the North East Region, Loy Krathong tradition is celebrated on full
moon day in the 11" lunar month. The celebration here is called “Lai Rua
Fai” or “Floating Light Boats”.

In Northeastern Thailand, Loy Krathong festivals are annually held in the
following provinces.

1. Roi Et

The festival held in this province is called Sammanam Kean Peng
Seng Prateep, which literally means expressing apology to the Goddess of
Rivers on the full-moon day of the twelfth lunar month. Contests of krathongs
and lanterns and processions of eleven city models will be organized at Sri
Nagarindra Park and Plan Chai Lake to promote art and culture, tradition
and tourism of Roi Et province. There will be a contest of big krathongs, and
eco-friendly krathongs, processions of krathongs from twelve former towns,
a dancing contest and a beauty contest. This festival is annually held in Roi Et.

2. Sakon Nakhon

The Royal Loy Krathong festival is organized in Sakon Nakhon. The
krathongs will be offered to HM the king and all the members in the royal
family at Sakonraj Wittayanukul School, whereas the ceremony will be
performed at Phu Phan Rajnives Palace. The procession will move from the
ground in front of the statue of King Rama V to Sri Nagarindra Park or Phang
Thong Lake, where the royal krathongs will be floated. Also, there will be
fireworks displays, a beauty contest and a child contest.

3. Nakhon Phanom

A lot of boats will be decorated, illuminated and created into
various shapes. The festival held in this province is called the Illluminated Boat
Festival, which is the most spectacular in northeastern Thailand.

In the Southern Region, the Krathongs are released in order to float
away badluck and sickenss.




In Southern Thailand, Loy Krathong festivals are annually held in the
following provinces.

Pattani

Loy Krathong Day falls on the full-moon day of the twelfth lunar
month. It is one of the most important days for Thai people. This festival has
been held for a long time. It aims to maintain and preserve Thai culture and
tradition. Pattani Municipality usually organizes Loy Krathong Festival on the
Cultural Ground, Sai Buri Road, Narintharat Road and the Pattani Riverside
at Mueng District. There will be beautiful processions of public and private
sectors around the city. Contests of beautiful and creative krathongs will also
be held at 6 pm. To save the nature and reduce global warming, all krathongs
are made of natural materials. All people are welcomed to cheer for Pattani
children aged between 3-5 years old during the child contest and the beauty
contest. In the evening, Pattani Governor, along with other people, will open
the ceremony and float krathongs in the Pattani River. Moreover, there will
be a lot of beautiful shows and Thai folk musical bands on stage.

In the Central Region, this tradition is widely recognized as the most
common and is the original Loy Krathong celebration in Thailand. The evidence
shows that Loy Krathong was celebrated during Ayutthaya Period. It was
described in a poem, named “Weeping Water”, composed by Prince Kung
during Ayutthaya Period. In this poem, the royal celebration was called
“Brahman Lantern Procession”.

“The 12" lunar month, row lanterns Brilliant sky bring delighted heart
Prosperous, Ayutthaya bring about impression at gaze”

Also, a written record by Lanka (the ancient name of Sri Lanka) envoy
during the Reign of King Boromkot stated that paper lanterns made in a shape
of lotus flowers containing lighted candles were released down the river in a
Royal Ceremony.

In the third Reign of Rattanakosin (Bangkok) Era, the Royal Lanterns
were modified in a form of leaf cups placed on cut banana stems. The small
vessels were called Krathong Yai or Big Krathong and decoration contests
of Krathongs were popular events during that period. The tradition of Loy
Krathong Tradition was abandoned in the sixth Reign practices because of
the high expenses but the tradition is still very much alive today.




In Central Thailand, Loy Krathong festivals are annually held in the
following provinces.
1. Bangkok
Loy Krathong festival is organized along the old city canal at Phra
Nakhon District. It has been held for a long time, especially in the flooded
areas. Moreover, it is one of the twelve compulsory royal monthly ceremonies.
2. Phra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya
Loy Krathong Festival is spectacularly organized in the Ayutthaya
Historical Park. There will be light, sound and color shows and a Loy Krathong
festival at Bangsai Art and Craft Center. It aim to honor and express gratitude
to HM the Queen, who is the founder of the center. Also, it is held to maintain
and preserve Loy Krathong tradition because it represents Thainess. The
festival is annually organized at the center because this place is located by
the Chao Phraya River and large enough to accommodate a large number of
visitors. The atmosphere of the festival is created to remind the glory of the
Ayutthaya Period. The activities at the festival include a Thai food contest,
Art and Craft Center product sale, a trade fair, a model floating market and
fireworks and sky lantern displays.

Loy Krathong Festival among the ASEAN countries

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN was established
on 8 August 1967. The first founding countries consisted of Thailand,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines. In 1984, Brunei Darussalam
joined the ASEAN, followed by Vietnam in 1995, Burma and Laos in 1997 and
Cambodia in 1999. At present, the ASEAN is made up of ten abovementioned
countries plus other six countries of Partnership: China, South Korea, Japan,
Australia, New Zealand and India.

Loy Krathong is an old tradition in the Eastern World. It is related to
Buddhism and commonly practiced in China, Japan, Thailand, Laos and India. In
China and Japan, Loy Krathong festivals are religious days and a combination
between Taoism and Confucianism. Chinese people will float krathongs to
express memories about their deceased ancestors or relatives.

In Asia, Loy Krathong festivals are held in the following countries.

1. Myanmar

As the Burmese legend says, King Asoka wished to build 84,000
stupas, but he was always stopped by Mara. The king then asked a Buddhist
monk named Upaguta for help. The monk went to the Underwater World to




ask Naga for help. Finally, Naga could defeat Mara. The king could finish his
construction as desired. Since then, people have held Ly Krathong festival on
the full-moon day of the twelfth lunar month to worship Naga. Some legends
say that the monk Upaguata is in fact a Naga in the middle of the sea. His
great power could defeat Mara. The monk Upaguta is highly revered by the
Burmese and northern Thais.
2. Laos

The faith in the Goddess of Rivers can be seen along the Mekhong
River since it has been feeding the Laos for a long time. All the Laos traditions
can be seen from the river. The End of the Buddhist Lent Festival or the
llluminated Boat Festival is annually organized on the full-moon day of the
eleventh lunar month. The activities include boat-racing, illuminated boat
processions, and krathong floating. This practice is believed to show respect
to the Mekhong River and worship Lord Buddha after he visited his mother
in the heaven.

3. Cambodia

In Cambodia, Loy Krathong festivals are held twice a year. During
the first one, which is organized in the middle of the eleventh lunar month, the
government will join the festival and the public will prepare small krathongs
of food, but without clothing or others inside. During the second one, which
is held in the middle of the twelfth lunar month, the government will prepare
large krathongs of food for the deceased, whereas the public will do nothing.

The Three-River Festival is annually organized in Cambodia. There
will be boat-racing, fireworks displays and parades near Tonle Sap Lake. It
is held from the fourteenth or fifteenth waxing moon day to the first waning
moon day in November. This festival lasts three official holidays. It is similar to
Thai Loy Krathong Festival. It aims to express gratitude to the Mekhong River
and Tonle Sap Lake, which provide happiness for the Cambodians. The reason
for this is that, when the tide in the Mekhong River is high, it will flow to Tole
Sap Lake. On the contrary, at the end of the rainy season in November, the
tide in the river will be low and flows back to the river. The Cambodians will
float illuminated krathongs along the river. Meanwhile, boat-racing is held to
commemorate the time when Cambodia rose to its peak in the reign of King
Jaya Woraman VII or during the twelfth century.




4. India

Loy Krathong festivals have long been practiced in India with unknown
reasons. It aims to worship some specific gods. Indian krathongs are filled
with candles and flowers. People can float krathongs anytime. Moreover, some
simply place krathongs on the grounds.

5. China

In China, floating colorful krathongs is an old tradition among the
hans, Mongols, Pais and Miews. It is not required to hold Loy Kratong festivals
during Chinese holy days. People can float krathongs at any festival. The
meanings of floating krathongs are different, depending on areas. For example,
in Jiangnan, floating krathongs means disposing of illnesses along rivers,
whereas along the sea coasts it means asking gods for protection and
blessings.

In Northern China during the flooding season, hundreds of
thousands of people die in flash floods. Loy Krathong festivals in China are
usually held in the seventh lunar month, which is believed to be the month of
spirits. Krathongs will be floated and used as torches for stray spirits. They
will lead the spirits to the heaven. Chinese krathongs will be lit and filled
with food for spirits.

In Vietnam, Korea and Japan, people hold ceremonies to apologize
rivers and dispose of sufferings in rivers.

Conclusion

Loy Krathong Tradition has been a part of the Thai culture and way of living
for a long time. At full moon night of the Thai twelfth lunar month (November)
whole Thai people gather at the river banks and ask for blessings and
forgiveness from the Goddess of the River by releasing Krathongs. Thousands
of candle lights released at the same time illuminate the river brilliantly and is
an eerie but beautiful spectacle. The traditional custom has become a major
attraction for foreign tourist participating in the activities and enjoying Thai
hospitality. However we should not forget the real message of Loy Krathong
: Gratitude to the River Goddess.
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