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Message

Thai people observe Loy Krathong festival during the time when there
is a high water level over the country, on the full moon night of the 12th lunar
month. As the most fascinating water-based cultural event reflecting local
wisdom, way of living and refined culture, it represents a good image of Thailand.
Loy Krathong festival is a time to show the true artistic value of rituals,
costume, arranging flowers, fine arts, folk dance, folk theatre and other festive
entertainments including light decoration. As a matter of fact, Loy Krathong
celebrations are laden with value. It promotes solidarity and cooperation among
community members as seen in the merry making activities. These include
contest of various kinds: Krathong designs, Nang Noppamas, and the cooperative
effort to organize such a good old local tradition into a broader concept of
nationwide annual celebration of Loy Krathong festival.

The Ministry of Culture has developed cultural policy directed at the
promotion of Loy Krathong festival as a local cultural asset to gain increased
revenue, fame and cultural identity at the national level, the ASEAN level and
the global level.

On behalf of the Ministry of Culture, I am pleased that the Department
of Cultural Promotion has published the book of Loy Krathong festival as a
means of developing a deeper understanding of the intrinsic value, the meaning
and the legendary account of Loy Krathong festival. This is the real achievement
for public awareness of preserving Thai cultural heritage and promoting it to
be enlisted as the world cultural heritage.

uea R pogd«MMic

(Vira Rojpojchanarat)
Minister of Culture



Message

Loy Krathong is currently one of the most favoured festivels of Thailand
among the Thais and foreign visitors. It is celebrated all over the country both
in the cities and in the most remote rural hamlets in its true spirit of merriment
which has made it more popular than ever.

Loy Krathong plays the role of transmitting Thai custom and tradition to
the young generation. All the children and youth should appreciate traditional
Thai values and choose what they consider the best way to uphold and maintain
Loy Krathong festival as the Thai cultural heritage.

The Department of Cultural Promotion deems it necessary to publish
a booklet on Loy Krathong tradition: “Preserve Water and Conserve Culture”
It points out the true value as shown in the spirit of Thai cultural and environmental
awareness. It reflects the gratitude the Thais pay to water as a precious resource
of life in an agricultural society. It is hoped that this book in both the English
language and in the Thai language will promote good understanding of Loy

Krathong tradition, which should be continually preserved and promoted.

/

A

(Kitsayapong Siri)
Permanent Secretary for Culture
Ministry of Culture



Preface

Loy Krathong is a significant ancient tradition of Thailand which takes
place on the full moon evening of the 12" lunar month when the rivers reach the
highest level. The origin of this tradition derives from ceremony in connection
with “water” which is an essential factor of Thai people. Even though the
objectives or the beliefs of Loy Krathong may differ but a common meaning
of this tradition is the expression of “gratitude” to the value of water which
reflects elegant Thai culture.

At present, Loy Krathong tradition has been modified in some manners
from past practices while Thai people give decreasingly significance this
tradition’s meaning, value, substance and desirable practice.

The Department of Culture Promotion has therefore published the
booklet on Loy Krathong Tradition : “Preserve Water and Conserve Culture”
in order to disseminate the meaning, value, substance, practice and knowledge
on the local Loy Krathong Tradition in the four regions of Thailand. In addition,
this publication also provides the guidance for the correct practices of the
tradition in both Thai and English version. Moreoevr, government, public and
local sectors can apply this proper practices in order to inherit Loy Krathong
festival as joyful tradition on full moon of the 12" lunar month. Hopefully, this
booklet gather proper guidance and correct understanding of Loy Krathong
Tradition.

B«ww——--

(Pimravee Watthanavarangkul)
Director-General
Department of Cultural Promotion



Loy Krathong Tradition

Loy Krathong Tradition is a ceremony to honor the
Goddess of the river. In Thailand, it is annually held on
full moon day in November. Krathongs are small vessels
or cups often made of cut banana stems, leaf and contain
flowers, candles and joss sticks. They are released in the
rivers and left to float downstream. Upon releasing the
Krathongs, people ask for forgiveness to the Goddess of
the river for polluting her. It is one of the religious customs
in Thailand. During this period, at the end of the rain season,
most areas around rivers and canals are flooded. This occurrence
sparked an old Thai saying; in the 11th lunar month there
is flooding and in the 12th lunar month the (stagnant) flood
waters are retreating. This period is a time for rejoicing

as the weather is changing for the better. The rain

season is more or less over and the winter or cool
season is beginning. The moon is also at
its brightest this time of the year.

At present, Loy Krathong Tradition

Loy Krathong &
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Loy Krathong

Objectives

The objectives are various depending on different
customs and beliefs.

1. To pay homage to the Lord Buddha’s descent from
the second heaven (where Indra dwells) after staying in a
Buddhist monastery during the Buddhist lent in order to
preach a sermon to his royal mother.

2. To pay homage to the heavenly Pagoda containing
the Lord Buddha’s top knot cut off at his self-ordination.

3. To pay homage to the Lord Buddha’s foot print on
the bank of the Nammatha River in India.

4. To pay tribute to the senior disciple Upakut, who
found his recluse in the ocean (a belief inherited from
Myanmar; the priest had supernatural powers in conquering
the God of Evil).

5. To pay homage to God Phaka Prom living in the
third heaven.

6. To thank the Goddess Mae Khongkha, the Mother
of Water, which a source of water for human use.

7. To worship the Goddess Mae Khongkha, the Mother
of Water, asking for forgiveness for polluting her.



8. To remind the benevolence of ancestors
9. To float one’s sufferings away, this practice is

similar to the Sin Floating Rite of Brahmin.

10. To ask for blessing.

Loy Krathong
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Loy Krathong

Loy Krathong Tradition:
Expression of Gratitude

Thai people express their gratitude to the Goddess of
Water for nourishing their lives by celebrating Loy Krathong.
However, depending on beliefs, Loy Krathong is also
cerebrated to express gratitude to the Lord Buddha or paying
homage to ancestors. To make a long story short one can

say Loy Krathong Tradition is about expressing gratitude.




Values of
Loy Krathong Tradition

1. Family Value : relationships between family
members are tightened as family members are celebrating
together.

2. Community Value : communities are more
harmonious by joining in the Loy Krathong activities.

3. Religious Value : Buddhist practices such as
merit making, practicing dharma and sermons are essential
parts of Loy Krathong celebration; therefore, they
contribute to strengthen religious beliefs.

4. Social Value : raising awareness in water
resources conservation.

Loy Krathong

&
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Activities that should be promoted

1. Clean up the rivers, both before and after
Loy Krathong celebration.

2. Perform good deeds, listen
@7@? to sermons, and practice the dharma.
3. Utilize local bio-degradable

materials in making Krathongs.
4. Promote alternative activities
such as a Krathong Contest, Hot-air
Balloon Contest and others. Presently, the Noppamas
Queen contest (The daughter of a Brahman priest and a lady
at the Court of King Phra Ruang of Sukhothai, who developed
anew style of lotus flower which were to be floated on the
streaming waters at night to please the King) is a new, but
indispensable feature.
5. Save use of fireworks in order to avoid hurting
people or damaging properties.
6. Don’t drink alcohol or quarrel with others,

especially, don’t drive drunk.



conclusion

The Loy Krathong Tradition has been part of the
Thai culture and way of living for a long time. At full moon
night of the Thai 12" month (November) whole Thai people
gather at the river banks and ask for blessings and forgiveness
from the Goddess of the River by releasing Krathongs.
Thousands of candle lights released at the same time
illuminate the river brilliantly and is an eerie but beautiful
spectacle. The traditional custom has become a major

attraction for foreign tourist participating

in the activities and enjoying the
Thai hospitality. But we should
not forget the real message
of Loy Krathong:
Gratitude to the

River

Loy Krathong ee
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